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Together, four months ago in this
column, we began a journey through Thom S.
Rainer’s: Autopsy of a Deceased Church, 12
Ways to Keep Yours Alive. Along the way we
have hit most of the high spots in Thom Rainer’s book. There have, of course, been various
symptoms of sickness that have not been diagnosed in the Church of the Holy Communion,
and some things in the book that we do not
relate to at all. However, there are, some symptoms that are worrisome to a number of us, in
that we are somewhat familiar with these symptoms of “sickness.”
Rainer’s Chapter 12, My Church Has
Symptoms of Sickness: Four Responses, begins
the last part of his book. He starts by saying,
“Though this book is brief, the path to get to this
point must seem arduous.” The author concedes that, “A lot of negative information has
been communicated up to this point.” He says,
“I really don’t know how I could have done
otherwise…” But “these final chapters might
not sound as dismal…” Rainer is clear that
“there is some degree of hope and solutions for
sick churches,” however, “these are no magical,
easy-fix solutions.” Thom Rainer is talking
about serious, sobering stuff that is “more of a
cry to God to intervene and to create a willingness on the part of the church members to be
obedient.” Sobering stuff indeed!
In these final chapters the author addresses three
types of churches: ones that have symptoms of
sickness; other churches that are very sick; and
some that are dying churches. Thom Rainer
admits that “while numbers are not everything,
they can be telling from a symptomatic
perspective.” and he indicates that if he were to

estimate the number of churches in each category, it would look like this.

Healthy: 10%
Symptoms of sickness: 40%
Very sick: 40%
Dying: 10%
“Though these numbers are not precise, I
do believe they reflect the actual condition of
churches across America.” claims Rainer. For
what it is worth, my personal observations, indicates that these numbers appear to mirror some
of the statistics that I have run across in recent
years.
Let’s look at the “Symptoms of
sickness” church…with 40% representing
150,000 churches in this category having early,
but clear symptoms and stages of sickness. According to the author, one obvious sign of sickness is the pervasive attitude that in their
church, the best days are in the past. “Churches
with symptoms of sickness,” says Rainer, “are
likely to have declined some in worship attendance over the past five years…The ministries
and programs for these churches tend to be
shifting more and more toward members of the
congregation, rather than those on the outside.”
Again, in simple terms, Rainer says the church
in this case is moving from an outward focus to
an inward focus.
One of the great major themes of Thom
Rainer, perhaps borrowed from our Lord, is disciple-making. In most of the sickly churches,
he says, “they do not have any clear plan for
making disciples.”
Continued...
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Rainer continues, saying, “Finally, though by no means exhaustively, the church has a lot of program and
ministry clutter. There is much busyness and activity, but a great deal of it has no meaningful purpose.
Most of these activities contribute little or nothing to the making of disciples.” And he goes on to say that
the primary reason those programs and ministries are continued is simply because “that’s the way we’ve
always done it.”
The following Four Responses are major categorical responses that must be adapted for each church.
1. Pray that God will open the eyes of the leadership and membership for opportunities to reach into
the community where the church is located. Jesus told his followers in Jerusalem just before his ascension that they were to be witnesses. “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you”
and “you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Note
that the first mandate is to impact your local community. Most churches with symptoms of sickness have
become more inward focused.
2. Take an honest audit of how church members spend their time being involved. In most of these
struggling churches, the church members are involved in ministries for themselves, often to the exclusion
of ministries beyond the church. The church loses outward momentum when the members start forming
“holy huddles.”
3. Take and audit of how the church spends its money. Again, as churches become ill, they are more
likely to use funds for their own members rather than caring for and teaching their community. Balance is
the key, and most of these churches are out of balance.

4. Make specific plans to minister to your community. Once you have prayed about it, evaluated your
time in programs, ministries, and how the church spends its funds. You have now come to the time to develop specific and concrete plans to impact the community. Neighborhoods can grow from one strong
commitment.
Father Richardson+
Lord, let me see my church with honesty and open eyes. Help me to grasp where we have
gotten out of balance with inward and outward ministries. And give our church a vision to
make a difference in our community. Even more, God, use me to be a catalyst and instrument
for the changes that must take place in our church. Amen.
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Fall Mass Schedule
News from the
Choir Director….
The adult choir
resumed rehearsal
September 19. Anyone interested in
joining the choir is asked to contact
Tierrhane Goodwin. They rehearse on
Sunday from 10:45—Noon.
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Sunday*:
High Mass at 9:15 a.m.
Wednesday:
Mattins at 7:30 a.m.
Low Mass at 8 a.m.
*8 o’clock Mass to resume in November

Follow this link to our diocesan website:
www.episcopalchurchsc.org
This is where you can find out about
what’s happening in our diocese and the
Episcopal Church. Sign up for their
newsletter, receive email updates and
devotions.

The Messenger

Newsletter information is due the 20th each month.
Please email Stephanie at office@holycomm.org
The Church’s BellSouth email account
is deactivated and no longer accessible.

Submissions to the Messenger will be added after approval and will not be considered anonymous unless agreed upon by the editor,
the Rector and the submitter. Also, submissions may be shared via any and all other electronic means, socially or privately.Page 7

Rally Sunday was a HUGE success!!!

Are We Listening? Are We Watching?
There are five commonly held forms of prayer: Blessing and Adoration, Thanksgiving, Praise, Petition, and Intercession. Many priests and scholars believe a very important
sixth, sometimes forgotten type of prayer is listening; listening for God’s voice, listening for
God’s answers, listening for God’s advice, and, perhaps hardest of all, listening for God’s
admonitions.
Father Toomer Porter, in his autobiography, wrote that he heard God speaking directly
to him several times in his life. I consider myself nowhere near the person of Father Porter;
many of us hold him to be a hero and a saint. Thankfully, I feel very blessed that I have
heard God’s voice many days in my life. Sometimes the words and voice I hear are comforting, sometimes they are peaceful, sometimes they are reassuring, and sometimes they are
not so comfortable because they are words of chiding and scolding. Sometimes the voice I
hear encourages me to do more – do more in parish life, do more for the poor and needy,
and do more in my pledging and giving to the parish.
We should have prayer times both outside of worship and inside our gorgeous church
building in the beautiful Mass. In church, after we bow or genuflect at our pew, we ought to
listen: Listen for God’s voice, listen for God’s advice, and listen for God‘s inspiration. We
should also watch. It is said the movements of the Celebrant, Deacon, and Subdeacon are a
dance. I propose that all of our liturgy at Holy Communion is a dance. This captivating
dance includes not only the people at the altar but also the acolytes, choir, ushers, altar
guild, the whole congregation, and others I might be forgetting. God calls us into this dance
every service, and for that I wholeheartedly thank God.
As the wonderful Christmas carol says,
“Do you hear what I hear? Do you see what I see?”
Morey Lent

Wrap and Roll

Have any old Christmas wrap, ribbon, extra clear tape lying
around? We’d love to take it off your hands!
We’ll be collecting in the designated box in the hallway through
early December. We’ll be using this to wrap gifts for the Angel Tree.
We’ll be rolling out additional details on how to participate in
Angel Tree later this month! For additional information,
contact Melissa at MelissaStewartMatthews@yahoo.com
or Madison at madisonemmarichardson@gmail.com
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There were 75 sign-ups for the various ministries
in our parish. This is marvelous news! We are
reaching out to people outside our parish with
some of our ministries. In other ministries we are
working together inside our parish sharing with
one another our time and our talents.
After having time to visit the various ministries,
lunch was served. This year we switched things up
a bit and had mixed age relay races. There were
three relays. The first was the Egg in
a Spoon Race. This was followed
by the Over Under Ball Relay.
The final relay was the Ball Between
the Knees. Fr. Jeff
got into the action on
this one. Deacon
Jerry hopped like a
kangaroo the entire way down and
back. The games gave us all a
few laughs to wrap up the day.
Catherine Emory provided the
sweet candy prizes
for the winners of
each race. Thank
you, Catherine.
And finally kudos
and thank yous to
the following people
who helped set up,
tear down, get food ready, take pictures and judge
relay races: Kelly Poe, Abby Matthews, Melissa
Matthews, Lisa Covington, Jan Schumann, Cate
Traywick, Robert Priest, Deacon Jerry Jellico,
Stephanie Jellico, Patty
Richardson, and
Fr. Richardson.
~The Rally Sunday Committee
Sue Cavanaugh, Catherine
Emory, Dorothy Holland,
Ellison Holland, Joy Hume and
Skip Schumann.

The Food Pantry Outreach Ministry
Every 2nd Saturday is Food Pantry.
Next Pantry is Saturday, October 9
We are asking that you consider
donating food items to help off-set
food cost, such as:
p-nut butter, easy to open
canned chicken or tuna, and
canned veggies or fruit

Items may be left on or under the table
in the hall near the Garth.
To learn more about the Food Pantry
please contact The Rev’d Jerry Jellico,
843-751-8108 or Michael Jones,
Michaelvjones843@gmail.com

Thank you for your support!!!

Many thanks to: Kelley Poe and Abbey,
Erica Lagerson and Alice, Mark Gould,
Tim Carswell, Janet Gallagher, Andrew
Young, Dawn Balsam, Skip Schumann
and Anne Louise, Stephanie, Morey
Lent, John Ettling, Mary Neale Berkaw,
Cappy Traywick, Michael Jones, and
Father Jeff for helping to serve our
neighbors. And all who have donated to
the Food Pantry monetarily or with food
items.
~Deacon
Jerry

“If you pour yourself out for the hungry and
satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall
your light rise in the darkness and your
gloom be as the noon day.”
Isaiah 58:10
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CHC YOUTH GROUP!!!

October Birthdays & Anniversaries

Parish Family,
On Saturday, October 30th, we are hosting our second
Trunk or Treat in partnership with St. Stephen’s
Church. Last year, despite the pandemic, we had a very
successful event and are planning to go bigger this
year! We hope that many CHC families will come with
decorated trunks and distribute candy to children from
the Charleston community. In addition to individuals,
we are inviting businesses to sponsor trunks this year.
As we have limited space, I wanted to open this up to
our church members first, before reaching out further.
This is an opportunity to promote your business to
local families for only the cost of decorations and candy. There is no fee to participate.
While we ask that you not attach promotional materials directly to the candy you give to
children, you are welcome to have signage up and information to share with adults. This is
absolutely intended to give you the chance to grow your client base. Just in speaking with
some church members, we already have two who are excited to have their businesses
participate in the fun.
Whether you want to decorate a trunk as a business or just as a CHC member, please contact
Dorothy Holland at dorothypholland@gmail.com for more information and to sign up for a
space. We expect to have a great time! Trunk or Treat will be held from 2:00-4:00 but the
parking lot will be available from 1:00 on for set-up. Hope you can join us for a
spooktacular afternoon!
For DIY decorating ideas, supplies, and ready-to-use kits for purchase:
https://www.orientaltrading.com/teaching-supplies-and-stationery/sunday-school/trunk-ortreat-a1-553757.fltr?categoryFromSearch=true&rd=trunk%20or%20treat
~Dorothy

Join us for light
refreshments at
the Sunday Social
after Mass.
Diocesan Youth Events
Each year, our Diocese hosts two youth retreats.
One for middle school and one for high school. The dates for the upcoming school year
have been published so now is the time to mark your calendars. New Beginnings weekend
for Middle Schoolers will be held November 19-21 and Happening for High Schoolers will
be February 18-20. Family and friends of CHC members who are not members themselves
are welcome to sign up for these weekends! For more information, please contact Dorothy
at dorothypholland@gmail.com
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Happy Birthday to…
10/4
10/4
10/7
10/7
10/9
10/9
10/11
10/12

Linda Andrews
Ashley Epperson
Parker Boltin
Michael Cone
Rusty Harter
Nick Sanderson
Michael Smith
Melissa Dawson

Happy Anniversary to…
10/2
Ben & Cappy Traywick
10/28
Jonathan & Dorothy Holland
10/28
Brandon & Kaitlyn Jellico

Congratulations to

Martin and Kelly
Gramling on the
birth of their
daughter,
Gwendolyn Lila,
born Wednesday,
September 22, 2021

10/15
10/16
10/17
10/19
10/19
10/27
10/27
10/31

Morey Lent, III
Cappy Traywick
Margaret Geer
Jerry Jellico
Mary Mathewes
Mary Harrison
Roslyn Irene Spanik
Eliza Rivers

Prayers of the People
Please join us in praying for the
following:
We most humbly beseech thee, of thy
goodness, O Lord, to comfort and
succor…
Barbara, Nathlyn, John, Monica,
Sue, Christian, Brad, Shirley,
Mary, Katie, Ford, Betty, Lucia,
Bob, Michael, Billy, Millie, Susan,
Caryl-Sue, Nick, Deanna, Lila,
Kevin, Terry, Celia, Avery,
Marie, Conor, Wesley, Teresa,
Tammy, Michael, Libby,
Carol-Sue, Jennifer, Betty,
Leslee, Paul, Kyle, Andrea
…and all those who, in this transitory
life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity.
Lord, in thy mercy, Hear our prayer.
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