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O God, you have taken to yourself the blessed Virgin Mary, mother of your incarnate Son: Grant that we, who 
have been redeemed by his blood, may share with her the glory of your eternal kingdom; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
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FROM OUR RECTOR 
 

 Once again, we continue, in this      
newsletter column, looking at Thom S.      
Rainer’s Autopsy of a Deceased Church: 12 
Ways to Keep Yours Alive. My hope, in all of 
this is that, you, the reader, see and recognize 
some ways of trying to be a church… which 
no longer work.  And on the other hand, my 
prayer is that you are discovering various    
aspects many individuals are forgetting about 
or neglecting, that will make or remake our 
church healthy and strong.    
 We will begin this segment by looking 
at the chapter, “The Great Commission       
Becomes the Great Omission.”  Thom Rainer, 
begins this chapter by discussing nostalgia…
saying, “Nostalgia can be good, it can be fun 
and healthy.  We certainly need to [remember 
the past].”  Rainer continues, “But, as I noted      
earlier, we can’t live in the past, and we can’t   
re-create the past. We do [remember the past,] 
but we move on.”  Rainer, goes on to say, 
“Our autopsy revealed a lot of nostalgia about 
the growth of the church…particular years of 
growing numbers and high attendance days.  
However, members of dead or dying churches 
often overlook the reason behind those years 
of growth and expansion.” “Thriving  church-
es… have the Great Commission as the center 
piece of their vision, while dying churches 
have forgotten the clear command of Christ.” 
 
The Great Commission:  

     Go therefore and make disciples of all           
     nations, baptizing them in the name of      

     the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I  

have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, to the close of the age." 

Matthew 28:19-20 
 

 
 “The imperative in those verses is 
‘go,’”  reminds Thom Rainer, “But as we go, 
there are several sub-commands…to make 
disciples…to baptize…to teach. You see, the 
Great Commission requires at least two points 
of obedience from church members.  They are 
to go, and they are to depend totally upon the 
powers of Christ…Christ has been and        
always will be willing to work through his 
people. 
 “As I looked at the deaths of fourteen 
churches,” says Rainer, “I saw a common  
pattern.  Obedience to the Great Commission 
faded.”  He notes, that the fading was not   
rapid, instead it faded gradually so that        
nobody noticed…they chose not to remember 
what they were called to do, or they “chose 
their own comfort over reaching others with 
the gospel.”  Thereby the Great Commission 
became the great omission. 
 Another sacred generality in the 
church, similar to being faithful in living the 
Great Commission to go and make disciples 
and to depend totally upon the powers of 
Christ… is to take on the attitude of Christ, to 
open our eyes to the needs of others rather 
gripping tightly to our desires.  In this     
Chapter, The Preference-Driven Church, from 
Thom Rainer’s book, we, are faced with a 
problem which plagues not only the Church, 
but our whole society. Rainer tells us that 
“Every one of the fourteen autopsied churches 
had some level of this problem (Me, Myself, 
and I), before they died.  A significant number 
of the members (of dying churches) moved 
the focus from others to themselves. And 
when a church moves in that direction, it is 
headed for  decline and then death.   

 
                                (continued)   
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A church cannot survive long-term where members are focused on their own preferences: 
My music style.  My desired length and order or worship services.  My activities and   
programs.  My need of clergy and staff…My,  My,  My. 
 We are for the most part aware that the Holy Scriptures contain examples of 
Christlike attitude, which are not only a description of the obedience of Christ, but 
also is an example for us to follow.  We are to be obedient servants, that are to put 
others first.  And Rainer adds, “We are to do what ever it takes to seek the best for 
others and our church.”  He indicated that there were many members of the           
autopsied churches who had no notion of a self-sacrificial attitude. Instead, the      
attitude was self-serving and self-entitled…it was all about “me”. 
 I offer you one closing quote from Thom Rainer’s book, Chapter 8, The     
Preference-Driven Church: “In essence, when church members increasingly demand 
their own preferences, the church is steadily not becoming the church”. 
 
(from the book: Autopsy of a Deceased Church: 12 Ways to Keep Yours Alive, by Thom S. Rainer) 
 

Father Richardson+ 

 
 Proper 13       (The Sunday closest to August 3) 

O Lord, we beseech thee, let thy continual pity cleanse and 
defend thy Church, and, because it cannot continue in safety 

without thy succor, preserve it evermore by thy help and 
goodness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and 

reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.    [BCP] 
 

 
 

News from the Choir Director…. 
 

The adult choir will resume  
rehearsal September 19, from 

10:45—Noon. Anyone interested 
in joining the choir is asked to  

contact Tierrhane Huff.  
 

Congratulations to McCartney Royster on 
earning his Eagle Scout Rank.   

 

Pictured here is 
McCartney and  

Patricia Henley, his 
Eagle Counselor. 

 

His final project 
was relining and 
numbering the 
church parking lot. 
What a fine job he 
and his troop did! 
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Follow this link to our diocesan website: 
 

www.episcopalchurchsc.org 
This is where you can find out about 
what’s happening in our diocese and the 
Episcopal Church. Sign up for their 
newsletter,  receive email updates and 
devotions. 

VESTRY  MEMBERS: 
 

    Christine Jennings, Sr. Warden  
    Mark Gould, Jr. Warden 
    Sue Cavanaugh, 21 
    Martin Gramling, 21  
    Patricia Henley, 21  
    Jan Schumann, 21 
    Michael Jones, 22 
    Roy Schmarkey, 22  
    Skip Schumann, 22  
    Morey Lent, 23 

 

"Submissions to the Messenger will be added after approval and will not be considered anonymous unless agreed upon by the editor, 
the Rector and the submitter. Also, submissions may be shared via any and all other electronic means, socially or privately.” 

Vestry Persons of  
the Day for August: 

 

Aug. 1: Christine Jennings  
      Mark Gould 
 

 Aug. 8: Sue Cavanaugh  
      Martin Gramling 
 

Aug. 15: Patricia Henley  
       Michael Jones 
 

Aug.  22: Jan Schumann  
        Skip Schumann 
 

Aug. 29: Roy Schmarkey  
       Morey Lent 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY COMMUNION  

LEADERSHIP & STAFF 

The Rev. Jeffrey R. Richardson, Rector 
The Rev. Jerry J. Jellico, Deacon 
Stephanie Jellico, Parish Administrator 
Tierrhane Huff, Choir Director 
Elise Pickford, Organist  
Dorothy Holland, 

Coordinator of  CGS Atrium Levels 1-3
Mary Neale Berkaw, Coordinator of 
 

HOLY COMMUNION’S DAY SCHOOL STAFF 

Stephanie Jellico, Day School Director              
Lisa Clarke, Catechist  
Belinda Dymek, Lead Teacher 
Beth McKie, Lead Teacher 
Emily Mills, Teaching Assistant 
Katherine King, Teaching Assistant 
Conner Caraman, Teaching Assistant 
Stephanie Willard,  Teaching Assistant  

Christian Education:  
Skip Schumann 

   

Vestry Person of the Day, 
Ushers,  Greeters:  
Patricia Henley & 
 Roy Schmarkey 

  

Outreach:  
Mike Jones & Jerry Jellico  

  

Pastoral Care:  
Sharon Dean 

  

Young Adults:   
Martin Gramling 

 

Inreach:  
Jan Schumann & Mike Jones 

 

 Finances:  
Sue Cavanaugh &  
Tori Giblin-Jones 

  

Stewardship:  
Morey Lent & Patricia Henley 

 

Parish Life/Hospitality:  
Roy Schmarkey,  

Lisa Covington &  
Sharon Dean 

 

Communications/Website: 
Mike Jones 

Vestry Committee Assignments: 

Prayer by St. Anselm of Canterbury 

 

O my God, teach my heart where and how to seek You, 
where and how to find You. You are my God and You are 
my all and I have never seen You. You have made me and 
remade me, You have bestowed on me all the good things I 
possess, Still I do not know You. I have not yet done that for 
which I was made. Teach me to seek You. I cannot seek You 
unless You teach me or find You unless You show Yourself 
to me. Let me seek You in my desire, let me desire You in 
my seeking. Let me find You by  loving You, let me love 
You when I find You. Amen.  
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“Thank you” to…. 
 

-Diane Reed for serving as our videographer of the Mass and Mike Jones for posting 

our Mass on YouTube and Facebook in order for those congregants who have not yet 

returned to the Church in person.  

-Robert Priest for ushering. 

-Mark Gould and Deacon Jerry for working in and around the building repairing and 

replacing various things.  

-Mary Neale Berkaw, Diane Reed and Jan Schumann for their work on altar guild. 

 

 

 

HUGE THANK YOUS FROM SUE to the following members of our parish for their contribu-

tions to our Sunday School program, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. A workshop 

was held June 4-19 to prepare for Part Three of Level 3 training. The week of         

catechetical training was June 20-25, consisting of 55 hours by Zoom. Thank you… 

Paul Traywick for the building of Jewish Synagogue, Mark Gould for fashioning 6    

tables to be used in various works and the Moses chair for the Synagogue, Corey 

Hume for building 2 dioramas for use in multiple works, Joy Hume for coloring     

culture cards for our typology lessons and the writing of 4 scrolls for our Synagogue, 

and Cappy Traywick for the creation of the lesson materials for Plan of God 2.  

Without the hard work and many hours of the generous volunteers things would not 

have been ready for our classroom time, nor would we be ready when Sunday School 

reopens this fall.  

Each of you is a true blessing to our Sunday School program. 

Thank you and may you be showered with many blessings.       

~Sue Cavanaugh 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6 tables &  
Moses chair for 

the synagogue 
made by  

Mark Gould  

3–sided diorama  
made by  

Corey Hume 

Synagogue made by 
Paul Traywick 
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Every 2nd Saturday 
is Food Pantry.  
We are asking that you consider donating 
food items to help off-set food cost, such 

as:    p-nut butter, easy to open  
canned chicken or tuna, and 

canned veggies or fruit  
 

To learn more about the Food Pantry  
please contact The Rev’d Jerry Jellico,  

843-751-8108 or Michael Jones, 
Michaelvjones843@gmail.com   
Thank you for your support!!!   

 

Next Pantry is  
Saturday, August 14 

Grounds Clean-Up Day!!! 
 

On Saturday, July 17 at 7 a.m. several of 
us met at the church for Grounds Clean-
Up Day. Thank you for all your hard 
work and fun fellowship… Fr. Jeff & 
Patty Richardson, Sherry Royster, Robert 
Priest, Francie & Charles Geer (and little 
Margo), Mary Neal Berkaw, Diane Reed, 
Mike Jones, Skip Schumann, Jan Schu-
mann, Deacon Jerry & Stephanie Jellico.  
Check out the parking lot….it’s looking 
good! Many thank to our Parish Life 
Committee for providing a delicious 
lunch and tea for much needed hydration!  
 

Do not be dismayed if you  
missed this one, another clean-up day 

is in the near future! 
 

Follow this arrow to the pictures... 

COMING SOON… 
       CONSTRUCTION NEAR YOU… IF YOU HAVEN’T HEARD... 
 

Exciting news ahead… 
the Day School’s Primary Classroom is being relocated to the Sun-
day School wing on the 2nd floor. Soon we’ll be able to hold dinners 
and other events in the Parish Hall!  Construction on that area will 
be sometime in the near future, maybe as early as next month… 
Stay tuned for details as they unfold… 
Anyone wishing to help offset some of the cost is welcome to make 
contributions to the “Building Project Fund”. 

ORDINATION GIFTS FOR BISHOP-ELECT RUTH WOODLIFF-STANLEY 
 

As we prepare to welcome our Bishop-elect Ruth Woodliff-Stanley, the Transition Committee invites 
people from across the diocese to offer gifts in support of her ministry.  It is the Episcopal Church’s  
tradition to contribute toward a bishop-elect’s vestments and other symbols of the Office of Bishop: 
stoles, cloaks, mitre, crosier, ring, pectoral cross and other liturgical items. Checks may be sent to the 
diocesan office at the following address: PO Box 20485, Charleston, SC 29413. Checks should be  
addressed to The Episcopal Church in SC and note on the memo line that the check is for the "bishop 
gift." Any amounts received will be added to a larger diocesan gift. Questions about gifts may be      
directed to the Transition/Standing Committee members who are serving as gift coordinators:           
the Rev. Jim Dannals (jdannals@gmail.com) and Mary Dianish (mdianish@gmail.com).    

...or ask Fr. Jeff or Stephanie Jellico, 843-722-2042. 

mailto:Michaelvjones843@gmail.com
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Notices & Reminders 

3rd Sunday cash: 
Cash offerings on the 3rd Sunday 
which is not in an enveloped 
marked as “pledge” will be  
earmarked for the Rector’s  
Discretionary Fund. 

The Messenger  
Newsletter information is due the 20th each month.   
Please email Stephanie at office@holycomm.org 

 
The Church’s BellSouth email  account is deactivated and no longer accessible. 

Another reminder & request from 
your money counters: for accounting 
purposes please write separate checks 
for various donations such as pledges, 
flowers,  candles, memorials, music… 
etc.  

Pictures from Grounds Cleaning Day  
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August Birthdays & Anniversaries    

Happy Birthday to… 
 

 
8/1 Glenda Lazicki 
8/2 Laurah Covington 
8/2 Baird Mallory 
8/6 Huey Waldon 
8/7 Joy Hume 
8/7 Diana Vincent 
8/10 Sarah Covington 
8/11 Ansel Finnegan Poe 
8/13 Mary Alexander 
8/16 Lindsey Finklea 
8/17 Sheilah Simmons 
8/19 Monica Hammonds 
8/19 Stephanie Jellico 
8/19 Cate Traywick 
8/20 Ellison Holland 
8/21 Debbi Everitt 
8/21 Charles Geer 
8/23 Ned Walpole 
8/25 Bob Daniel 
8/25 Millie Moore 
8/27 Nathlyn Jenkins 
8/28 Bryn Miller 
8/29 Patricia Richardson 
8/30 Thomas Cox 

 

Join us for light   

refreshments at  

the Sunday Social  

after Mass. 
 

Anyone wishing to share a celebration with your church family please email:   
syjellico@hotmail.com   -or-   office@holycomm.org  with the details. 

Happy Anniversary to… 
 

 

8/4 David & Denise Harris 
8/7 Bill & Sue Cavanaugh 

 Prayers of the People 
 

Please join us in praying for the following: 
 

We most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness,     

O Lord, to comfort and succor…  
 

Barbara, Nathlyn, John, Monica, Christian, 

Brad, Shirley, Mary, Katie, Sue, Ford,  

Betty, Lucia, Bob, Michael, Billy, Millie, 

Susan, Caryl-Sue, Nick, Deanna, Lila,  

Kevin, Terry, Kay, Celia, Avery, Marie, Cy, 

Conor, Wesley, Teresa, Tammy, Michael, 

Libby, Carol-Sue, and Jennifer 
 

…and all those who, in this transitory life, are in 

trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other    

adversity. 

 

Lord, in thy mercy, Hear our prayer. 

Summer Mass Schedule 
 

Sunday: 

Solemn Said High Mass at 9:15 a.m. 
 

Wednesday: 

Morning Prayer at 7:30 a.m. 

Low Mass at 8 a.m. 


