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Phone     :  (843) 722-2024 

Fax         :  (843) 722-2652 

E-mail    : office@holycomm.org 

Web site:  www.holycomm.org  

The Episcopal Church of the Holy Communion 

218 Ashley Avenue 

Charleston, SC  29403 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

 Please join us for a  
Potluck Brunch,  

following the Mass,  
Sunday, June 6,  
to celebrate the  

Feast of Corpus Christi 
 

Bring your favorite pastries, 
casseroles and muffins! 
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FROM OUR RECTOR 

 

 A friend of mine let me “borrow” a 
book with what I thought was an intri-
guing title: Autopsy of a Deceased 
Church: 12 Ways to Keep Yours Alive, by 
Thom S. Rainer.  I read in and out of 
various chapters and discovered some 
very interesting ideas that I had not con-
sidered thoroughly, and was reacquaint-
ed with some ideas that I was familiar 
with. 
 Mr. Rainer’s perspective and study, 
indicates that in this country 10% of all 
churches are Healthy, 40% are Showing 
Symptoms of Sickness, another 40% are 
Very Sick, and 10% are Dying.  These 
statistics are generally similar to other 
studies.  I thought we might look at some 
of the teachings of several chapters in 
the book over the next few months of the 
Messenger publications.  Thinking that 
perhaps comparing the autopsies of some 
deceased churches with our own per-
spective of trying to keep our church 
healthy. 
 “When you conduct an autopsy of 
a church, you must follow the money.  
For where the money of the church goes, 
so goes its heart,” claims Thom Rainer.  
In recent years predictable patterns have 
begun to appear.  Rainer, indicates that 
he never met a member of a dying 
church who though his or her church was 
greedy.  But, what we discover, he says, 
is that in many deceased churches the 
personnel segment of the budget steadily  

 

 

grew over the years. The failing church-
es were not paying their staffs any more, 
but rather, the personnel portion of the 
budget increased proportionally to the 
declining total giving every year. 

Even though the Churches had less 
money to spend, the personnel costs 
were typically the last expenses that 
were cut.  Why, you ask?  “Because,” 
Thom Rainer says, “…the church mem-
bers viewed the staff as their personal 
caretakers…” spending most of their 
time “visiting the members, counseling 
the members, attending functions with 
the members, and so on.”  Do not get 
this confused.  Of course, the clergy and 
staff consider some of these things to be 
a part, of their God-given calling, things 
that are important to them, things that of-
fer a holy joy. But in the dying churches, 
the staff and clergy are expected to al-
most exclusively be on call for church 
members. 
 This situation typically means the 
clergy and staff are not able to reach out 
to others beyond the church, or to be   
involved in the community in an 
“incarnational sense.”  “That means they 
are mostly hired hands for church mem-
bers.” says Rainer, “…so keep in mind 
that in dying churches the last expendi-
tures to be reduced, are those that keep 
the members most comfortable.   

 

 

 

(continued)  
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Speaking of budget cuts, we should notice that in a dying church, outreach and community 
ministries are the first to go.  
 We learn a great deal about a church when we follow the money.  In these studies, it is 
apparent that sick churches do not have to be broke to be dying.  Rainer says, “It is not a  
matter of how much you have.  It is what you do with your money, or what your attitude is 
about the money. Some churches hold on to funds because the money becomes the focus.  
They no longer ask how the church can make a difference for the Kingdom, with the money.  
They accumulate protected funds because they fear not having enough money. 
 “The bottom line of the basic pattern of funding, is to keep the machinery of the church 
moving and members happy rather than funding for the Great Commission and the Great 
Commandment.” Thom S. Rainer.   

 

“Prayer: Lord, help me grasp that all money I think I have is really Yours. Help me to grasp 
that all the money our church has is not the church’s, but Yours. Give us healthy giving hearts 
to use these funds according to Your purpose.” (from the book: Autopsy of a Deceased 
Church: 12 Ways to Keep Yours Alive, by Thom S. Rainer) 

 

Join us next month for another excerpt of “12 ways to keep our church alive”. 
 

Father Richardson+ 
 

The children of the Day School celebrated Pentecost during Holy Communion’s Enrichment  
Ministry (HCEM) as part of their Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS):  

 

Atrium faith formation  
experienced in the Nave. 
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VESTRY  MEMBERS: 
 

    Christine Jennings, Sr. Warden  

    Mark Gould, Jr. Warden 

    Sue Cavanaugh, 21 

    Martin Gramling, 21  

    Patricia Henley, 21  

    Jan Schumann, 21 

    Michael Jones, 22 

    Roy Schmarkey, 22  

    Skip Schumann, 22  

    Morey Lent, 23 

"Submissions to the Messenger will be added after approval and will not be considered anonymous unless agreed upon by the editor, 
the Rector and the submitter. Also, submissions may be shared via any and all other electronic means, socially or privately.” 

Vestry Persons of  
the Day for June: 

 

June 6 (Corpus Christi) 
Christine Jennings and Mark Gould 
 

June 13  

Sue Cavanaugh and Martin Gramling 
 

June 20 

Patricia Henley and Michael Jones 
 

June 27 

Roy Schmarkey and Jan Schumann 

The next CHC Food Pantry is  
Saturday, June 12th!!! 

 

Please consider coming at 7 a.m.  
to help bag & distribute  

groceries! 

Vestry Committee Assignments: 
 

Christian Education: Skip Schumann 

  

Communications/Website: Mike Jones 

  

Vestry Person of the Day, Ushers,  
Greeters: Patricia Henley  

& Roy Schmarkey 

  

Outreach: Mike Jones & Jerry Jellico  

  

Parish Life/Hospitality:  
Roy Schmarkey, Lisa Covington  

& Sharon Dean 

  

Pastoral Care: Sharon Dean 

  

Young Adults:  Martin Gramling 

  

Inreach: Jan Schumann & Mike Jones 

 

 Finances: Sue Cavanaugh & Tori Giblin-Jones 

  

Stewardship: Morey Lent & Patricia Henley 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY COMMUNION  
LEADERSHIP & STAFF 

 
 

The Rev. Jeffrey R. Richardson, Rector 
The Rev. Jerry J. Jellico, Deacon 

Tierrhane Huff, Choir Director 
Elise Pickford, Organist  
Dorothy Holland, 
Mary Neale Berkaw, Coordinator of 
Stephanie Jellico, Parish Administrator 
 

Holy Communion’s Day School Staff 

 

Stephanie Jellico, Day School Director              
Lisa Clarke, Catechist  
Belinda Dymek, Lead Teacher 
Beth McKie, Lead Teacher 
Emily Mills, Teaching Assistant 
Katherine King, Teaching Assistant 
Conner Caraman, Teaching Assistant 
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Announcement: 

 

CALLING ALL PARISHIONERS with any of the following skills, talents, or JUST PLAIN  

DESIRE TO HELP:  Writing, simple art drawing, coloring, Sculpey clay work and woodworking. 
 

Sue Cavanaugh has been working for the past two years preparing materials for this Level 3 of our 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program, as well as trying to update Level 1 and Level 2 materials 

at the same time. She is now down to “crunch-time”.  Sue will begin her third and final part of Level 

3 Catechist training from Sunday, June 20 through Friday, June 25. The class will be conducted via 

Zoom from our Level 3 Atrium. This is why she needs these materials and quickly! 

  

There is a tremendously, super-great need for assistance in the final push towards getting materials 

made for class. 
  

There are patterns, blueprints, examples and Sculpey instructions for each classroom material to be 

made. 
  

Current needs are as follows: 

~Sculpey clay creations (you shape them, we’ll bake them) 
~follow up painting of Sculpey figures 

~4 ½”-6” figures: 11 men (one painted to represent Jesus) 
and 2 women (one to represent Mary) for Synagogue 

~13 male figures for Cenacle work (Last Supper) 

  

Chart and time line creations: created using 8-1/2" x 14' and/or 11"x 17" paper; copying of writings 

and drawings may be accomplished with a light box, if you don’t feel comfortable making them by 
hand. Patterns provided. 
  

Other types of paper work creations: scripture text cards, narrative cards, scripture booklets. 
  

Don’t feel comfortable with art? Laminating finished works is also needed. 
  

Wood working: we need a 3-sided Synagogue with hinged doors on one side; (no roof), 

a small table and chair for inside the Synagogue. Decorative painting inside Synagogue’s wall and 
floor, once it is made. Also outside painting. 

THIS IS THE SINGLE LARGEST ITEM THAT CAN NOT BE PURCHASED. 
  

Daytime work to begin Wednesday, June 2, and continuing until items are completed, or ending June 

17.  For those that have daytime obligations, evening hours will be available. 
  

Workshop Schedule: Wed., June 2—Fri., June 4 (9:30 am - 5:00 pm) or whatever fits your schedule 

Mon., June 7—Fri ., June 11 (9:30 am - 5:00 pm) or whatever fits your schedule 

Mon., June 14 —Wed., June 17 (9:30 am - 5:00 pm) or whatever fits your schedule  
  

Evenings: 5: 30 pm - 8:00 pm, if desired. 
   

Please contact Sue Cavanaugh to volunteer, for more information, or to ask  

questions.  Email: Suefcavanaugh@gmail.com  Phone/Text: 843-709-9353 

Sue needs help 

 making 

 materials for  
the atrium. 
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A HUGE Thanks to McCartney, Sherry and Frank & Troop 88  
for relining and numbering the church parking lot.   

They did a fantastic job.  
Way to go, McCartney on a Job Well Done—Eagle Project! 

Pentecost 2021… Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd Celebration during Mass, hot 
dog cookout, cake, bubbles and more...  
in the parking lot after Mass…  

Thank you Dorothy, 
Cappy, Lisa and Sue 
and the many helpers 
for putting together a 
wonderful Pentecost  

Celebration.  
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The Messenger  
Newsletter information  

is due the 20th each month. 
Please send information  

to Stephanie at  
syjellico@hotmail.com or 

office@holycomm.org 

We have a janitorial service,  
not a maid service… 

 

Remember: when something is used,  please 
clean it and return it to its right place. Too 
many items have be used and left for others 
to clean, this includes kitchen articles. The 
cleaning person needs her time to deep clean 
the building not wash dishes.              
 

We have no maid. 

 

Maybe I have been living much too fast, 
too restlessly, too feverishly, forgetting 
to pay attention to what is happening 
here and now, right under my nose. Just 
as a whole world of beauty can be     
discovered in one flower, so the great 
grace of God can be tasted in one small 
moment. Just as no great travels are  
necessary to see the beauty of creation, 
so no great ecstasies are needed to     
discover the love of God. But you have 
to be still and wait so that you can       
realize that God is not in the earthquake, 
the storm, or the lightning, but in the 
gentle breeze with which he touches 
your back. 

Be Still and Wait 

 

Please  
remember 
ALL Food 
waste needs 
to be placed 
in the garbage cans located in the 
Kitchen. Leaving it any other place 
will cause unwanted guests. 
 

Tent for use… 

A blue tent has been purchased for 
the church to be used by the church. 
Anyone in need of the use of the tent 
please sign it in and out through the 
church office.  
 

Notices & Reminders 

3rd Sunday cash: 
Cash offerings on the 
3rd Sunday which is  
not in an enveloped 
marked as “pledge” 
will be earmarked 
for the Rector’s  

Discretionary Fund. 
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June Birthdays & Anniversaries    

Happy Birthday to… 
 

6/2 Mittie Johnson 

6/2 Erin Workman 

6/5 Lisa Covington 

6/5 Catherine Cox 

6/6 Brent Everitt 
6/7 Adele Gay 

6/13 Laura Salmons 

6/14 David Harris 

6/15 Thomas Covington 

6/17 Carolyn Fabian 

6/17 Christine Jennings 

6/17 Nancy Smith 

6/18 Terry Williams 

6/19 Carolyn Conlon 

6/19 Skip Schumann 

6/20 Cathy Harter 
6/21 Jace Jellico 

6/21 Elizabeth Epperson 

6/23 Anna Walston 

6/24 Emily Horres 

6/24 Brandon Jellico 

6/29 Sandra Fischer 
6/30 Mary Gadsden 

 

 Prayers of the People 
 

Please join us in praying for the following: 
 

We most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, 

O Lord, to comfort and succor…  

Barbara, Nathlyn, John, Monica, Christian, 

Sarah, Brad, Shirley, Mary, Katie, Sue, 

Ford, Betty, Lucia, Bob, Michael, Ariel, Bill, 

Janice, Billy, Anna,  Millie, Maffett, Krista, 

Susan, Ruth, Caryl-Sue, Leslee, Jen, Nick, 

Deanna, Lila, Hank, Kevin, Terry… and all 

those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, 

sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. 

 

Lord, in thy mercy, Hear our prayer. 

     Join us for light  
refreshments at  

the Sunday Social  
after Mass. 

 

We pray for Marietta Horres and her family at the  
death of her daughter,  Susan Foreman. 

 

     May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace  
and may light perpetual shine upon them. 

Anyone wishing to share a celebration with your church family please email:  syjellico@hotmail.com   -or-   office@holycomm.org  with the details. 

Happy Anniversary to… 
 

6/8 Michael & Mary Alexander 
6/12 Sam, Jr. & Kristen Covington 

6/12 Terry & Millie Moore 

6/13 Skip & Lauren Schumann 

6/17 Roddy & Barbara Burbage 

6/19 Dr. Sam & Lisa Covington 

6/21 Joe & Lindsay Matthews 

6/21 Ford & Betty Rivers 

6/25 John & Monica Hammonds 

6/25 Derek & Erin Workman 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UjYhndNUmdsr-VK0Re-VLrZ5nZpDrFJrGj9v5di77RVU-uaYNcCl8SflIGbxato4bmQLAD4au3o9Po9rz0TVzMVELYkNIJSBETmHSU3fFYYLCIno7irk_bGY_cj9jCvpBVCFOktuu9XAptM2p0YcGQ==&c=4Q6rsecJTNq6ciffaB2CLK-Ol8P0wkUj5gEzj0SGUUGgtnNfCFcLyQ==&ch=8Lua6ywZ

